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86. Rabbi Chizkiyah opened the discussion saying, "Hashem Elohim has given me the tongue of the 

learned, that I should know to sustain him that weary" (Yeshayah 50:4). How fortunate are Yisrael that the 

Holy One, blessed be He, chose them from among all nations and called them "holy," as is written, 

"Yisrael is holy to Hashem" (Yirmeyah 2:3). He gave them a share to maintain the Holy Name. With what 

right can they hold on to the Holy Name? It is because they merited the Torah, as anyone who merits 

Torah merits his portion in the Holy One, blessed be He. 

 

87. We have learned before my master what is Holiness. It is perfection of all called the highly sublime 

Chochmah. From this place flows the holy anointing oil through known paths to the place called 

supernal Binah. From there flow streams and fountains in every direction, until they reach this zot (Eng. 

'this'). When blessed, this * zot is called holiness and is called Chochmah, we call her the Spirit of the 

Holiness, meaning spirit from this holiness of higher above. When the secrets of Torah exit and stir from 

her, she is then called 'the holy tongue'. 

 


