Sepher ha Zohar ("Book of Splendor")
Trumah ("Offering™)
(42) "There is a place in civilization where people do not die”
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457. There is a place in civilization where that destroyer has no dominion and is not
permitted to enter, and those who live there do not die until they go out of the city. There
is not one there who does not die. They all die like other people, but not in the city. What
is the reason? They cannot remain constantly in the city, but they rather go in and out,
and therefore they all die.
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468. What is the reason that the destroying angel does not dominate there? If you say
that this is not in his domain, behold the Holy Land that is not located under ancther
domain but people still die. So what is the reason people do not die in this place? And if
you say, because of the holiness, you do not have a place in the entire civilization that is
holy like the Land of Yisrael, and if you say it is because of the merit of the man who built
the city, there were many people who merited more than him. Rabbi Yitzchak said, | did
not hear anything and | cannot comment.
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469. They came and asked Rabbi Shimon. He said to them, "Certainly the Angel of Death
has no dominion over that place, and the Holy One, blessed be He, does not want any
person to ever die there. If you say people did die in that place criginally before it was
built, it is not so. From the day that man was created, that place was established for
existence, and the secret of secrets is here for those who view the secret of Wisdom."
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